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Title: Institutional digital repositories projects: towards an academic confederation of open
access repositories in Algeria

ABSTRACT

The projects of implementing institutional digital repositories, in the Arab world in general and in
Algeria in particular, are in most cases based on personal efforts rather than adopting vision and
systematic planning which would guide such projects to complete successfully by providing all the
required aspects, stages, requirements, implementation, timeline and costs. There are many
financial, human, legal, administrative and technical considerations to be taken into account when
starting an institutional digital repository project. With the increasing interest in digital repositories,
many countries have initiated the setting up of such projects and have provided support on national
levels.
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This study conducted an evaluation of 36 repositories belonging to Algerian universities and found
out a deficiency in the performance of these repositories. The study revealed that such universities
do not have the experience or the capabilities to enable them to build standard repositories to
organize, provide and preserve their researchers’ outputs. Hence, this study presents a suggested
vision for a national project to be under the tutelage of the Ministry of Higher Education and
Scientific Research. This suggested vision aims to support setting up and managing digital
repositories in Algerian universities in accordance with the best standards and practices. The
researcher named the project as Algerian Confederation of Open Access Repositories (DZCOAR). This
project aims to establish a national infrastructure to support the building and the following-up of
digital repositories projects, including financial, technical, legislative and administrative support.

Keywords: Institutional digital repositories, confederation of open access repositories, Algeria
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